
0%
10%
20%
30%
40%
50%
60%
70%
80%
90%

100%

2010 2020

Nuclear Natural Gas Renewables Coal Energy Efficiency

Cleaning Up the Energy Sector:
Squeezing Out Midwest Coal Plants and Reducing CO2

State EERS and other federal and 
state policies, as well as economic 
changes, reduce electricity demand 
by 15% by 2020.

Low natural gas prices enable 
combined-cycle gas plants to displace 
coal and natural gas-fi red peaking 
plants take out the most profi table 
sales for coal at peak demand hours.

Uprates to nuclear plants increase 
supply and offset shutdowns of a 
few old nuclear plants.

Mercury and CAIR rule implementation requires retrofi ts of coal plants 
which necessitate signifi cant capital investment, driving up operating costs. 

Potential CO2 pollution regulation through cap-and-trade, or carbon taxes, 
drives up operating costs of coal plants.

MISO EE/demand-side bidding takes away most profi table market for coal 
at peak demand hours. 

More solar power takes away market for coal during most profi table 
daytime peak demand hours. 

State RES mandates 
20% renewable electricity by 2020. 


