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Executive Summary

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has stepped back from its responsibility to protect the Great
Lakes under the Clean Water Act. After early New York Times reporting showed EPA enforcement rates had slowed
in the early months of the Trump administration, EPA’s official response in December 2017 was that “there is not
only no reduction in EPA’'s commitment to ensure compliance with our nation’s environmental laws, but a greater
emphasis on compliance in the first place.” To test EPA’s commitment, the Environmental Law & Policy Center (ELPC)
reviewed and analyzed publicly available enforcement data for EPA’s Region 5 office, which covers six Great Lakes
states: lllinois, Indiana, Michigan, Minnesota, Ohio, and Wisconsin.
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ELPC’s recommendations

We cannot take our environment and public health for granted. The EPA has a critical mission to uphold federal-level
Clean Water Act enforcement. Therefore, ELPC recommends the following:

¢ EPA should improve its environmental law enforcement and compliance activities and effectively spend and
deploy the full amount of funds appropriated by Congress.

*The Trump administration should increase its appropriations requests to fund more enforcement and
compliance monitoring staff and resources.

* Congress should appropriate increased enforcement funds for EPA nationally and for Region 5 in particular.
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