
 
 
 

HOWARD A. LEARNER 
BIO AND RESUME 

Howard A. Learner is an experienced environmental, clean energy and civil rights 
litigation attorney, policy advocate and businessperson who serves as Chief Executive Officer 
and Executive Director of the Environmental Law & Policy Center (ELPC) – the Midwest's 
premier environmental legal advocacy and eco-business innovation organization, and among the 
nation’s leaders. Mr. Learner is responsible for the overall strategic leadership, policy direction 
and financial platform of this innovative leading-edge public interest organization, which 
works to promote clean energy development solutions to climate change problems, achieve 
transportation policy innovations and improvements, and preserve the Midwest’s natural 
resources and heritage. The Environmental Law & Policy Center is proud to be the winner of 
the American Bar Association's prominent national 2023 Award for Excellence in 
Environmental, Energy, and Resources Stewardship. Mr. Learner is also a Lecturer in Law at the 
University of Chicago Law School, teaching an advanced seminar on Environmental 
Constitutionalism. 

 
Mr. Learner founded Environmental Law & Policy Center in 1993 as an entrepreneurial start-up 
following his work as the General Counsel for Business and Professional People for the 
Public Interest, specializing in complex environmental, energy, economic development and 
civil rights litigation. He began his legal career as a civil rights attorney focusing on housing 
issues, achieving equity in neighborhood revitalization and advancing economic inclusion for 
diverse communities. 

 
Mr. Learner received his law degree from Harvard Law School (1980), and a B.A. (Honors) 
from the University of Michigan (1976). He is a Lecturer in Law at the University of Chicago 
Law School and previously a Professor (Adjunct) at the University of Michigan Law School 
and at Northwestern University Pritzker School of Law, teaching advanced seminars on clean 
energy and climate change law, environmental constitutionalism and sustainable development 
law. 

 
ELPC’s core premise is that environmental progress and economic development can be achieved 
together. Learner and his talented multidisciplinary staff put this sustainability policy vision into 
practice by forming joint business, labor and environmental initiatives to grow the 
“green economy” with innovative solutions that create new jobs, spur economic growth and 
improve the environment and community health. Learner and his team led ELPC’s 
organizational growth and development from a start-up to a leading nationally-influential group 
with 50 staff. 

Much of Mr. Learner’s work has concentrated on developing and advocating new directions 
on environmental and energy policy issues, including: developing climate change solutions 
through clean renewable energy and energy efficiency resources to avoid pollution from 
conventional power plants; advancing “smart growth” transportation and land use 
strategies, and leading national and regional efforts to develop a Midwest higher-speed 
passenger rail network that can produce 
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Mr. Learner is an AV Preeminent Rated (highest) litigation attorney. He has successfully 
represented environmental, clean energy and community organizations in precedential complex 
civil litigation in the federal and state courts, and before regulatory agencies. He has both 
significant appellate and trial experience. He is admitted to practice before the U.S. Supreme Court. 

 
Mr. Learner received Leadership Greater Chicago’s Distinguished Leadership Fellow Award for 
the 25th Anniversary, Chicago Magazine’s Green Leader Award and U.S. Green Building Council 
– Chicago Chapter’s Natural Leader Award – "Intent to Matter". He previously received the U.S. 
District Court for the Northern District of Illinois – Federal Bar Association’s Award for 
Excellence in Pro Bono and Public Interest Service, Public Interest Law Initiative’s Distinguished 
Public Service Award, and American Council for an Energy-Efficient Economy’s National 
Champion of Energy Efficiency Award for Energy Policy. He is in Crain's Chicago Business' 
“Who’s Who in Chicago Business” and is an elected member of the Economic Club of Chicago. 

 
Mr. Learner serves as: Regent and Chair of the Laureate Screening and Qualifying Committee of 
the Lincoln Academy of Illinois; Director of the Great Lakes Protection Fund (appointed by 
Illinois Governor Pritzker); Director of the Council for the Great Lakes Region; Emeritus Director 
and former Vice-Chair and Treasurer of the (Cook County) Forest Preserves Foundation; Director 
of Citizen Action–Illinois; Appointed, Consultative Council of National Leaders for Charity 
Navigator; and (former) Chair and Director of Friends of Israel’s Environment. He has served as: 

• Vice Chair of the National Advisory Council for Environmental Policy and 
Technology (NACEPT), appointed by U.S. EPA Administrators Lisa Jackson and Gina 
McCarthy. 

• Commissioner, Illinois Executive Ethics Commission, appointed by Illinois Governor 
Quinn. 

• Executive Committee and Director of the Board of the Environmental Law Institute. 
• Board of Directors of the American Council On Renewable Energy (ACORE). 
• Board and Chair of Grantmaking Committee, Illinois Clean Energy Community 

Foundation. 
• (Founding) Chair, Midwest Energy Efficiency Alliance. 
• (Founding) Chair, Illinois Citizens Utility Board. 
• Chair of the RSA-US Board of Directors. 

He served as a Senior Advisor for Energy and Environmental issues for President Barack Obama 
in his successful Presidential campaign in 2007 - 2008. He is married to Lauren Rosenthal, an 
attorney, and they live in Chicago’s Edgewater neighborhood. 

 
EMPLOYMENT: 

 
Chief Executive Officer and President, Environmental Law & Policy Center, the Midwest’s 
leading public interest environmental legal advocacy and economic development organization, and 
among the nation’s leaders. (1993 – present). 

 
Lecturer in Law, University of Chicago School of Law, teaching advanced seminar on 
environmental constitutionalism. (2024 – present). 

 
Professor (Adjunct), University of Michigan School of Law, teaching advanced seminars on 
clean energy and climate change law, and on environmental constitutionalism. (2009 – 2024). 
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Professor (Adjunct), Northwestern University School of Law, teaching advanced seminars on 
environmental and energy law and sustainable development policies. (2002 – 2019). 

 
Lecturer Appointment, University of Chicago, teaching class on environmental law and policy 
development. (2007, 2008, 2010 and 2012). 

 
General Counsel and Environmental Project Director, Business and Professional People for 
the Public Interest, a Chicago public interest law and research center. (1980-1993). 
Specialized in major litigation, legislative advocacy and innovative policy development on energy, 
environmental, economic development and housing civil rights issues. Complex civil litigation 
experience includes appellate and trial advocacy in federal and state courts and administrative 
forums. Admitted to practice before the United States Supreme Court, U.S. Court of Appeals for 
the Seventh Circuit, various Federal District Courts and Illinois Supreme Court. 

 
Staff Counsel, Chicago Energy Commission, a private, independent panel studying the impact 
of energy expenditures and recommending energy efficiency solutions. (1982 – 1990). 
Legal counseling and research; principal author of the Commission's Report on energy efficiency 
financing, energy and the poor, and utility taxes. 

Teaching Fellow, Harvard University Social Sciences Department, international politics 
dispute resolution and negotiation approaches course, Law Professor Roger Fisher. (1979 – 1980). 

Project Director, Center for Science in the Public Interest, health and science issues. (1978). 
 

EDUCATION: 
 

Harvard Law School, J.D., 1980. Law Student Attorney at Harvard Legal Aid Bureau; 
First Prize, Williston Contract Drafting and Negotiation Competition. 

 
University of Michigan, B.A., Political Science, 1976 with honors and high distinction. Awarded 
Silver Medal of the Royal Society of the Arts (London); Geography Department, Teaching Fellow. 

CIVIC, GOVERNMENTAL AND POLITICAL ACTIVITIES: 
 

Director, Great Lakes Protection Fund (appointed by Governor J.B. Pritzker) (2021 – present). 
 

Trustee and Chair of the Laureate Screening and Qualifying Committee, Lincoln Academy 
of Illinois (appointed by Governor J.B. Pritzker) (2019 – present). 

Director, Council for the Great Lakes Region (2020 – present) 

Consultative Council of National Leaders, Charity Navigator (2020 – present) 

Vice Chair, National Advisory Council on Environmental Policy and Technology (appointed 
by U.S. EPA Administrators Lisa Jackson and Gina McCarthy) (2009 – 2017). 

Commissioner, Illinois Executive Ethics Commission (appointed by Governor Pat Quinn) 
(2013 – 2014). 
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Emeritus Director and former Vice Chair and Treasurer, Cook County Forest Preserves 
Foundation (appointed by Cook County President Toni Preckwinkle) (2009 – present). 

 
Chair and Board of Directors, Royal Society for Arts, Manufacturing and Commerce, 
American Fellows (2011 – 2012). 

 
Board of Directors, Citizen Action - Illinois (2006 – present). 

 
Board of Directors, American Council for Renewable Energy (2006 – 2011). 

 
Obama Presidential Campaign, Senior Energy and Environmental Advisor, engaged from 
beginning of campaign, engaged in developing policies on renewable energy and green economy 
opportunities, Great Lakes restoration plan, climate change strategies, solutions to oil and gas price 
shocks, and others. Led the Rapid Response Team for energy and environmental policy issues. 
Energy and Environmental Policy Team Coordinating Committee member from beginning. Senior 
surrogate role for campaign for numerous events in Colorado (multiple), Illinois (multiple), 
Indiana (multiple), Iowa (multiple), Michigan (multiple), Washington D.C. (multiple) and 
Wisconsin (multiples). (2007 – 2008). 

 
Executive Committee and Board of Directors, Environmental Law Institute (1999 – 2005). 

 
Kerry Presidential Campaign, Environmental and Energy Policy Team, on leadership team 
of environmental policy advisers focused on Great Lakes and clean energy development policy 
issues and political opportunities in Midwest swing states. (2003 – 2004). 

 
Elected Delegate (Kerry) to the 2004 Democratic Convention, received the largest number of 
votes in the Ninth Congressional District and one of the two leading vote-getters in Illinois. 

 
Platform Committee Member, 2000 Democratic Convention, appointed and served on the 
Committee with emphasis on environmental and energy issues. 

 
Vice Chair, Illinois Climate Change Advisory Council (Governor appointment) (2006 – 2008). 

 
Board of Directors, Leadership Greater Chicago Fellows Association (1999 – 2007). 

 
Founding Trustee and Chair of the Grantmaking Committee, Illinois Clean Energy 
Community Foundation (1999 – 2004). 

 
Board of Directors, Wind on the Wires (2004 – 2009). 

Chair, Board of Directors, Midwest Energy Efficiency Alliance (1999 – 2001). 
 

Founding President and Chair, Illinois Citizens Utility Board, an independent consumer 
advocacy organization (1984-1987), 9th Cong. Dist. Rep. to Board of Directors (1984-1990). 
(unsalaried; appointed, then elected position). Management oversight, policy direction and 
organizational development for Illinois' largest consumer group, focused on utility rate issues. 
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Fellow, Royal Society for Arts, Manufacturing and Commerce (London) (1980 – present). 
 

Member, Illinois Task Force on Environmental Legal Resources (Attorney General 
appointment) (1992). 

 
Director, Jewish Fund for Justice (1991 – 2007). 

 
Fellow, Leadership Greater Chicago program (1989 – 1990). 

 
Board of Governors, Chicago Council of Lawyers (1986 – 1990). 

 
Member, Illinois Waste Reduction and Recycling Task Force (Gubernatorial 
appointment), (1989 – 1990). 

 
Advisory Committee, University of Illinois Energy Resources Center (1985 – 1988). 

 
Director, Jewish Council on Urban Affairs (1984 – 1992). 

 
Director, Public Interest Law Initiative program (1983 – 2000). 

Treasurer and Director, Illinois Environmental Council (1981 – 1987). 

Director and Founding Member, Equal Justice Foundation (1977 – 1981). 

Publications in Northwestern University Law Review, Harvard Journal of Legislation, Tulane 
Environmental Law Journal, Environmental Law Reporter and other professional journals; 
regular columnist on sustainable development issues for Crain’s Chicago Business; many op-eds 
and guest columns appearing in The Hill, Chicago Tribune, Chicago Sun-Times, and other 
Midwest newspapers and magazines; many speeches and presentations at conferences and 
professional forums; many TV and radio appearances. 

 
FAMILY:  Married to Lauren Rosenthal, an attorney, and with their three children, they live 
in the Edgewater neighborhood of Chicago. 
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